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times during his 12 years as Chancellor that,
on his last trip here, he took me to his favorite
restaurant in Washington. [Laughter] I’m happy
to announce that after this dinner, Chancellor
Kohl will be conducting tours of the White
House. [Laughter]

Helmut Kohl has become a good and trusted
friend of mine, as he has been a good and
trusted friend of the United States for as long
as he’s been in public life. Hillary and I were
deeply touched last summer by the famous Pa-
latinate hospitality which he and Mrs. Kohl
showed to us when he took us to his hometown
of Oggersheim. I must say, I felt right at home
when we turned down the street on which the
Kohls live and the whole neighborhood turned
out to say hello. I hope that Chancellor Kohl
feels at home here, and I hope someday I’ll
have the opportunity to take you to my home.
Believe me, the whole neighborhood will show
up. [Laughter]

Even before Helmut Kohl became Chan-
cellor, American leaders were drawn to
Rheinland-Pfalz. In 1788, a couple of years be-
fore Helmut became Chancellor, Thomas Jeffer-
son traveled along the Rhine. He loved the
paintings he saw in Dusseldorf, but he was an-
noyed that the Westphalians thought they were
the only people who smoked their hams; they
didn’t know Virginians did it, too. When he trav-
eled farther south to the Palatinate, he said he
had entered what he called ‘‘our second mother
country’’ because so many people from that re-
gion had settled in America and their customs

had become American ones. History does not
record whether Thomas Jefferson sampled that
famous regional dish Saumagen, but I have,
thanks to Helmut Kohl.

When Hillary and I went home with the
Kohls, I was remembered that real leadership
does not begin in theories but in places and
lives like those I saw in Oggersheim, in the
homes that we love and the people and the
customs that make us who we are. We are all
proud of the ties that bind us together. The
German language sums up the richness of those
bonds in a single almost untranslatable word,
Heimat. Here in the United States, my attach-
ment to my roots has become somewhat leg-
endary, but no world leader has more love for
his Heimat than Helmut Kohl. A leader who
keeps his Heimat in his heart will always re-
member what people want most, the certainty
that their children will inherit a more peaceful,
more prosperous, more rich world in terms of
the human spirit. Today we worked hard to ad-
vance those shared goals, goals which have
bound our people together for nearly 50 years
now and goals which will take us together into
the 21st century.

Ladies and gentlemen, let us raise a glass
to the friendship between the people of the
United States and the people of Germany, and
to the Chancellor who has done so much to
make it better.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:05 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the National
Endowment for the Humanities
February 9, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to present to you the Twenty-

ninth Annual Report of the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities (NEH), the Federal
agency charged with fostering scholarship and
imparting knowledge in the humanities. Its work
supports an impressive range of humanities
projects.

These projects can reach an audience as gen-
eral as the 28 million who watched the docu-
mentary Baseball, or as specialized as the 50

scholars who this past fall examined current re-
search on Dante. Small local historical societies
have received NEH support, as have some of
the Nation’s largest cultural institutions. Stu-
dents from kindergarten through graduate
school, professors and teachers, and the general
public in all parts of the Nation have been
touched by the Endowment’s activities.

As we approach the 21st century, the world
is growing smaller and its problems seemingly
bigger. Societies are becoming more complex
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and fractious. The knowledge and wisdom, the
insight and perspective, imparted by history, phi-
losophy, literature, and other humanities dis-
ciplines enable us to meet the challenges of
contemporary life.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

February 9, 1995.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on February 10.

Message to the Congress Transmitting Proposed Legislation To Combat
Terrorism
February 9, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit today for your imme-

diate consideration and enactment the ‘‘Omni-
bus Counterterrorism Act of 1995.’’ Also trans-
mitted is a section-by-section analysis. This legis-
lative proposal is part of my Administration’s
comprehensive effort to strengthen the ability
of the United States to deter terrorist acts and
punish those who aid or abet any international
terrorist activity in the United States. It corrects
deficiencies and gaps in current law.

Some of the most significant provisions of the
bill will:

• Provide clear Federal criminal jurisdiction
for any international terrorist attack that
might occur in the United States;

• Provide Federal criminal jurisdiction over
terrorists who use the United States as the
place from which to plan terrorist attacks
overseas;

• Provide a workable mechanism, utilizing
U.S. District Court Judges appointed by
the Chief Justice, to deport expeditiously
alien terrorists without risking the disclo-
sure of national security information or
techniques;

• Provide a new mechanism for preventing
fund-raising in the United States that sup-
ports international terrorist activities over-
seas; and

• Implement an international treaty requiring
the insertion of a chemical agent into plas-
tic explosives when manufactured to make
them detectable.

The fund-raising provision includes a licensing
mechanism under which funds can only be
transferred based on a strict showing that the
money will be used exclusively for religious,
charitable, literary, or educational purposes and
will not be diverted for terrorist activity. The
bill also includes numerous relatively technical,
but highly important, provisions that will facili-
tate investigations and prosecutions of terrorist
crimes.

It is the Administration’s intent that section
101 of the bill confer Federal jurisdiction only
over international terrorism offenses. The Ad-
ministration will work with Members of Con-
gress to ensure that the language in the bill
is consistent with that intent.

I urge the prompt and favorable consideration
of this legislative proposal by the Congress.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
February 9, 1995.

Note: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on February 10.
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